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Hon Minister Maithripala Sirisena addressesthe 65th World Health Assembly in GenevaThe Sri Lankan delegation
headed by the Hon Minister Maithripala Sirisena participated at the 65th World Health Assembly which concluded in
Geneva last week. The assembly which took place at the United Nations Headquarters in Geneva was attended by more
than 190 Member States, UN bodies and Civil society representatives. Addressing the assembly on the second day, the
hon. Minister outlined the achievements and developments taking place within the medical and health spheres in Sri
Lanka and further elaborated on Sri Lanka&rsquo;s future plans. The Hon Minister also met with the health Ministers of
Bangladesh and Maldives during the sidelines of the World Health Assembly and discussions centered around future
collaborations and bilateral capacity building projects. Within the International community Sri Lanka has been highly
commended on its innovative approach to migration health services and policy development, with Minister Sirisena taking
the forefront on discussions with the International Organisation for Migration. During the 64th World Health Assembly, the
Hon Minister presented Sri Lanka&rsquo;s progress report on the Assembly&rsquo;s &lsquo;Health of Migrants&rsquo;
resolution, the first WHO Member state to take such an initiative. Read Full text of the Hon Minister&rsquo;s address at
the 65th World Health Assembly:
Madam President, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentleman,
Bilateral meeting with Bangladesh Minister of Health & Family Welfare, Prof. Ruhal HaqueAs the Minister of Health of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka I thank you for this opportunity to address the 65th World Health
Assembly, and I consider this as an honor and a privilege, for me and my country. I warmly congratulate you madam
President, on your election to this prestigious position of this forum. I also congatulate Dr.Margret Chan the energetic
Director General of World Health Organization for her outstanding leadership. Our topic today is 'towards universal
coverage'.It is timely that we put our knowledge and resources, together with the World Health Organization, to strive to
attain this goal of universal coverage within our lifetime. Madam President, over the years, we in Sri Lanka managed to
control and eliminate many diseases.For example Polio cases have not been recorded since 1993. Neo-natal tetanus,
diphtheria, measles, and rubella cases are not reported at all, or at a very low level. Further, Malaria, Filaria, Leprosy,
Rabies and many other deadly diseases were brought down to a near elimination level. We have given due importance to
the control of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) by initiating various mega-programmes on a national scale. We are
very much concerned about the fitness and health of our people. Accordingly we have introduced several services and
programmes to meet the emerging nutrient needs of our people both young and elderly.
Meeting with Dr. Ahmed Jamsheed MohammedMinister of Health, MaldivesMaternal health, Child health and Family
planning are closely integrated and we provide various services through a well developed infrastructure of the Ministry of
Health, with a wide network of medical institutions and health units. Sri Lanka is continuing rapidly to advance the World
Health Assembly resolution on Health of the migrants, to create migrant friendly health policies and practices, and we are
the first country in the world to report progress on the WHA Resolution. Ladies and gentlemen, before I conclude I wish
to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude for the cooperation and help extended by WHO to upgrade and
enhance the health care facilities in Sri Lanka. Finally I thank the World Health Assembly for the hospitality accorded to
our delegation in Geneva I am sure the decisions arrived at this Assembly will have great significance for people
everywhere to achieve better health which is the greatest gift for mankind. Thank you.
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