Strengthen trust among peoples this New Year – President
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With great determination and patience, we have built mutual understanding and trust among the people about the
nation's development. Strengthening this should be among our wishes for the New Year, stated President Mahinda
Rajapaksa in his New Year message. We look towards the future at the dawn of this New Year with renewed
determination, firm commitment and many positive expectations, he said adding, &lsquo;Our aim is to recover with speed
all that was lost to Sri Lankan society in more than three decades'. Following is the full message :
We look towards the future at the dawn of this New Year with renewed determination, firm commitment and many
positive expectations. It is a great achievement that freedom and peace is now established in our motherland to enable
such aspirations. The major challenge before us is to raise the position of our country in the world. We recognize this
year as one where many giant steps towards development will be taken based on the five-fold sectors of progress. There
will no doubt be a considerable increase in the sacrifices needed to achieve this, similar to those made to gain victory in
the last five years. Our aim is to recover with speed all that was lost to Sri Lankan society in more than three decades.
Our wish is to make use of every opportunity to ensure prosperity to Sri Lankan society by providing the equitable
sharing of economic benefits. National unity is key to both uniting and developing the motherland. Thus, the time has
come to rise above all differences. Only then could all conspiracies to deny coexistence, and those against the people
and the nation, be defeated. With great determination and patience, we have built mutual understanding and trust among
the people about the nation's development. Strengthening this should be among our wishes for the New Year. In doing
so, I trust you will gain further strength to make this New Year bring further victory to the nation. I wish you a Happy New
Year ! Courtesy: PRIU
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