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Mr: Chairman,

Let me begln my remarks by complimenting you, as a friend, fé'r the effective stewardship of thzs-
- mesting. You may rest assured of the support and cooperation of my deiegat;on towards bnngmg the
‘work of thls Commrttee mto fruition. :

| would like to make a few pomts hlghiighﬁhg ourréxpectations from the NPT Review Confere'nce.

First of ali, Mr. Chairman, we take this opportunity to reiterate the continued validity ‘and relevance of
the concept of peaceful uses of nuclear energy and nuclear technology in the advancement of socic-
economic development of states. It is in this context that we recall the inalienable nature of the right to
peaceful uses prowded forin Amcie IV of the NPT.

Second ‘as is mherent in the pnncsple of inalienable right, peacéful uses js an area, which should
remain unrestricted and untrammeled. We are cognizant, however, of the potential of the duality of the
use of nuclear technology, but hold the firm view that there are norms and standards which serve to ™
ensure that effectwe safeguards are in place. The relevance of verification in thls arena is beyond.
question.

Third, safety, safeguards and security are essential towards ensuring a comprehensive system of
aversight at national and.local levels, which the states concerned have fo take in conscnance with
existing and accepted standards. It is, fi rst and foremnost, the responsibility of states concerned to take
effective measures in this field, which would help create a positive atmosphere in the region and
beyond, to better appreciate the soundness and efficacy of such measures.

Faurth, the rele of nuclear energy and huclear technology for the development of states is increasingly
being recegnized despite recent challenges. It is the right of a state, when it deems it appropriate to
exercise, to use nuclear erlergy as part of its national energy mix since it is the state concerned, which- -
-is'best placed to determine the pace, scope and priorities of its national development. It is important in
this context to ensure that, subject to accepted safeguard standards, there should be no obstacles
placed on the path to peaceful uses, such as those that may amount to denial of technoiogy

Fifth, civil' nuclear cooperation, which is an.lmportant tool for realizing peaceﬁ,ﬂ uses by many
countries, must be encouraged. The positive contribution that it makes through bilateral, regional and .
multilateral arrangements is well acknowiedged. Slmliarly, technical assistance and cooperation of
IAEA shouid be supported and made maore effective to achieve the intended outcomes )

Sixth, 1t is our wall- consxdered \new that. peacefut uses of nuc[ear energy and. nuclear technology
should be made a lasting reality and an important priority through meaningful, sustained, practical

measures. It should be noted that it remains one: of three pillars of NPT, which wouid-underpln a safs,
secure, prosperous world.

Mr. Chairman, et me state'as | conciude that Sri Lanka assomates ﬁself with the statement dehvered
by NAM at ihe plénary of the conference.

1 thank you, again for the oppartunity given.
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